


Dylan’s numbingly prophetic lyrics have been starkly 

captured and interpreted by Edwards to produce Hard 

Rain – Our Headlong Collision With Nature.

The book has been described as “a masterpiece that 

summons up the ghosts of our past and a vision of a 

future that is ours to change.” 

Edwards sent copies of it to every president, prime 

minister, business and faith leader in the world. 

Only a dozen politicians answered his covering letter. 

His head didn’t drop in exasperation. 

“I was glad to get the replies we received,” he says.

“The idea is to help give governments a constitution 

to pass the legislation needed to decarbonise energy 

and to deal with all the problems highlighted in my 

exhibition staged at the United Nations’ New York 

headquarters last May and at subsequent venues.” 

Millions will see the exhibition in coming years. It is 

intended to provoke dialogue about a common future. 

“There’s now widespread acknowledgement that we are 

changing the climate,“ says Edwards. 

“That’s new. The implications of our problems hover just 

beyond the grasp of our imagination. 

“That’s where the problems will stay until we 

understand that that there is a link between issues 

such as poverty, population growth, loss of habitat and 

species, and sloppy use of technology. In our world, 

species and habitat loss are problems linked by cause 

and effect and cannot be solved in isolation. 

“We need to move urgently towards forms of progress 

that sustain all of humanity while sustaining the planet. 

It is proving diffi cult for governments to act because our 

problems demand a radically new planetary approach. 

“I would say we need tactical optimism.” 

Mark’s unintended collision with Dylan came on the 

edge of the Sahara Desert in 1969 when he was on 

assignment. He was lost.

“As soon as I realised this a Tuareg nomad appeared to 

rescue me,” he recalls. 

“I was led to safety. He made a fi re, then produced a 

cassette player. Tuareg are traders so they carry lots of 

things to sell. We couldn’t converse, no. 

“When he played Hard Rain it was the fi rst time I’d 

heard the song. I’d kept out of range of Dylan’s early 

folk albums.” 

But the classic, timeless lyrics – written in 1962 – 

inspired him to illustrate each line with a 

photograph. The result speaks volumes about climate 

change, environmental disintergration and world 

poverty. The book proceeds have helped the Eden 

Project in Cornwall and the Gurukula Botanical 

Sanctuary in India.

Raining Together
ICONIC SINGER BOB DYLAN AND TALENTED PHOTOGRAPHER MARK EDWARDS HAVE NEVER MET YET THERE 

IS SYMMETRY IN THEIR WORK THAT FITS LIKE A BALL INTO ITS SOCKET.
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